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M odern in format ion technolog ies and world wide commu nica ti ons through the Internet playa signiricant role in 
medicin ;J1 pl ant research across the globe. The phenomenal growth in Internet usage is large ly due to the success of World 
Wide Web. Various uscl"ul websites and databases on phytopharmacology arc already in the " Net" and many morc arc being 
added constant ly. The future of phytopharmaco log ica l research is handl ing the ex isting infnrm;Jti on in proper way. In thi s 
rcv iew of the Internet, compil ;Jt ion of important websites is expected 10 stimulatc, instruct and update acadcmicians and 
researchers in volved in phy topharmaco log ical research. 
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The Internet (" the Net") is a g lobal computer network 
allow ing communicati on w ith milli ons of computer 
users and access to resources from around the world I . 

o matter what type o f computer is used for 
connecti on to the Internet, a virtuall y limitl ess wea lth 
of resources is ava ilable for everyday use . The 
Internet is also a world wide computer network which 
allows communica ti on w ith mi II ions o f other internet 

) 

users and use of web resources throughout the world-. 
atural products have been a maj or source of drugs 

fo r centuries. With maj or advances in bi otechno­
logica l and phy tochemical techniques, academic and 
industri al interest in di scovering and developing 
bioacti ve natural products has been a growin g trend . 
Medicinal plants are treated as a subject o f seri ou ' 
study and undergoing intense research all over the 
world . The immense surge o f scientific interes t in 
natural products as a potenti al source of drugs has 
contributed to the deve lopment o f ph ytopharmacology 
research). However, the present scienti fi e in formation 
III intimidating quantities in vari ous forms of 
database, virtual librari es, j ournal sites, may often 
tend to confuse the prospecti ve researcher-l. Many of 
the publi shed articl es from Indi a are but minor 
vari ati ons or work already done elsewhere and the 
reason for thi s un fortun ate " revo lution of wheel" is 
that a thorough literature would not have been done 
before planning o f ex periments5

. Ironicall y the 
presence or large informati on may itse l f make 
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sc ientific research elusi ve. M ost academicians and 
researchers agree that a rati onal drug discovery can be 
initiated if the rev iew o f ex isting informati on can be 
conducted in a systematic and objec ti ve manner6 

Today the Internet has presented the researcher with 
more ef fec ti ve too ls for a systemati c Ii terature search 7 

Simple as it may .'eem, acquiring information on the 
World Wide Web is like seeking a selec ti ve fi sh in the 
oceanK

• Beginners in internet search often restri ct their 
search only to search engines like google, yahoo, 
infoseek and MSN search, which results in a narrow 
outcome of required information. Compilati on was 
done w ith a view to address these diffi culti es of 
beginners. Thi s arti cle conta ins web resources 
simplified even for an amateur. Vari ous articles on 
internet resources from different f ields were prev iously 
publi shed9

-
t3

. In thi s arti cle, we have lightened 
resources related to phytopharmacology and care has 
been taken to check accuracy of information given. 
Because of vo latile nature of Internet, every day new 
web page appears and old page di sappears, thus no 
guarantee can be given for URLs is provided below. 

List of databases: Medicinal plants and alternative 
medicine resources 

Databases are the collection of citations publi shed 
in indexed j ournal arti cles using storage devi ces such 
as online servers, hard disks and compact di scs . 
Online databases enables a precise query and retri eves 
a parti cular set o f items by matching words to words 
from the f ield o f citations. A li st o f online databases 
and websites related to medicinal plants and 
altern ati ve medicines in prov ided in Table I . 
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Table I - Li st of databascs: Medicin al plants and alternati vc medicinc rcsou rccs'~ · ' 5 

BIOSIS providcs vilal sou rccs of information for lifc sc iclllist s. 

C ISCOM D:.JIabase: 

C RISP (Computcr Rctrieva l of Information on Sc ientifi c Projects) -
Database of fede rall y funded biomcdical research projects conducted 
at univer,itics, huspitals and other resea rch institut ions 

Chinese Medicill(' : Traditional Chinese Medicine Database System 

Vr. Duke's Phytochemical a nd Ethnobotan ica l Data bases - An 
Agricultural Research Service from U.S. Dcpartillent of Agriculture. 

EM BASE - An internationa l database: to c itations covering thc 
biomcdiea l. pharmaco log ical and drug literatu re 

HerhMcdn , - A hcrbal database 

HPPD (Herbal Pas t and Prescnt Database ) 

Indian System of Icdicine' - A GatclYay for information on Indian 
Sys tcms llf Med ic ine and Il ll lllocopathy by Departmcnt. of ISM II. 
Mini stry of Ilcal!h and Family Welfare. Government of India : also 
l i n~ , thc Indian Ayurvcdic Ph:.mnacopoeia 

http ://www,biosis.org/ 

http://wwlY.rccm.org.uk/c isc .htm 

http ://crisp.ci t. n i h.govl 

http://www .c i ntclll.cOIllIi ndex. hUn 

http ://www.ars-grin .gov/dukelindex .html 

http://www.embase.co m/ 

http://wwlY.herbmcd .org/ 

http://wlVlV.ex tra.hu/hbock/dbasc/index. ht. nl 

htlp://i ndianmcdi ci nc. ni c. i nl 

Coninct Addrcss : The Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Abstracts (i\,IAPA)('- A 
bimonthl y abs tracting journal by National Institutc of S(: ience: 
Com muni cat illn And In rormatiun Rc, uurccs (N ISCA IR ), prov ide:, 
covc ragc ur thc global liter:, turL' on all as pec ts or Illcdi cinal and 
aromati c pl:lIlI ,. Till datc X I ,000 ahstract s ha ve: bee:n publi shed in 2.1 
I'olumcs co"cri ng thc period rmm 1<)7<) tll 2002. About S.1.OOO 
ab,t racts (rrom I <)X~ onwards) are: available in d:ilabasc form 

Thc Direc tor, 'at ional Institutc of Scicnce Communi cation 
And Inrormati on Resource:s, Dr K S Krishnan Marg. NclY 
Delhi 11001 2, India 

email : di rec lor@ni sca ir.rcs. in: mapa @ni scair. res.in 

Reprint s or rull text articlc, ca ll be obtained from Indian 
Medial'S CL'I1tre -

hltp ://wlVw. unca t.n ic. i nl 

I\ lanual , Alt crn a ti vc a nd Na tura l Therapy (l\ IANT IS) hit p: //IVWW. hea l t h index .com/M A TI SA bout. ht 1111 

Datahase - (fonnerly CH I ROLARS ) ,.\ COl erage for health care 
discipl in es not signiric lnll y re: prese: nt cd in the major biolllcd ica l 
datanases. rci'crences from more than I,()O() journals. with prcfercnce 
gi\'en III pecr-rL' vicwed journ:ds 

Dialog Corporation hltp: ll library. dialog.eo lll/blues heclS/html /bl()O<) I.htllli 

Hea lth Index hltp: //www. hcalthindex.coml 

OVID Databascs hltp: //wwlV.ov id .co llll 

1\ 1 EDI.INE Databa,e - is the: bcst inte rfacc kno\\ n as PubMed fro m hltp://www. ncbi. nlm.nih .gov/cntreLl 
the: Na ti onal Library of Medi cine. Bethe:sda . USA 

iVledicillal and Poisonous Plant Data hases hltp ://www.biolog ic.uni -hamburg.de/b-oll linc/ibc99/poisonI 
M IC ROM EDEX Complcmentary and Alternalive Medicine (CA M) http ://www. llli crollledex .colll/produc ,,/healthca rc/ca lll/ 
Scrics - A scrics of databases cove ring fou r areas, viz. hcrbal 
Illedic ine and dietary suppl emcllIs. c lini ca l protocol s, pati cnt 
educat ion. and herbal and diela ry su ppk mclll toxico logy 

NA PRALE RT, NAtural PRoducts ALE RT') - frolll STN hltp :lli nfo.cas.org/ONLINEIDB SS/napra!cnss. htllll 
International: co ntains bibli og raphi c and factual data on natural hltp ://stneasy.cas.org/html/cnglishlloginl.hunl 
product s. including inrormation on thc pharmaco logy. bi ologica l 
acti vit y. taxonoilli c distributio ' i, e: thno- med icine and chcllli,t,,), of 
plant. microbial. and animal (including marine) ex tracts. In addition , 
the file contain s data on the chcllli stry and ph arlll:,co logy of secondary 
metabolites that arc de ri vcd rrom natural sou rces and Ihat ha vc known 
structure . The NA IJRALERT File co ntains ll10re than 100.000 records 
frolll 10S0 to the pre, ent. Approximatel y SO'k of Ihe rile is rrom 
systcmat ic surveyor thl: litCl'a lUre frolll 1975 III the: prescnt. The: 
remaining rccords were obta incd by se lec ti ve rctrospccti ve indcx ing 
dating back to 10S0 
Patl'nl Vat a hase - United States Patcnt and Trademark Offi ce: A hltp: llwlVw. uspto.gov/pa tftlindex .11l1l1 1 
1001 10 locate reg istcn.:d paten ts in co mpl emcntary and altcrnat ivc 
med icinc 

( CIIII1(1 ) 
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Tabl e 1- Lisl of dalabases: Medi cinal pl anl s and a llern al ive medicine resources 14.1 > - (Comd ) 

PhytoNET - Cenlre For Complcmenl ary Hea llh Sludies. UnivcrsilY 
of Exelcr: Resourcc for lhose in volved in lhc developmenl , 
manufaclure, rcgulali on and surveillance of ph Ylomed icines and herbal 
drugs, il conlains informali on from the European Scienli fic Co­
operati ve on Phytotherapy (ESCOP), forms lO submil advcrse effecls 
of herbal mcdi cines, de ve lopmcnt of European slandards for safe usc 
of phylomed ici nes 

h II P ://www.escop.com/ph yloncl. h llll 

Phytothcrapics.org - Free scrvicc to indi viduals regisLering Wilh thc 
sitc, an Aust ral ian company dcd icaled to cnsuring thal praclili oners arc 
supplicd nOl onl y wilh hi gh quality herbal medicine. bUl also clini ca ll y 
relevant , scienti fi ca ll y va lidat ed lec hnica l informalion and 
PhylOmedi cine, manu fac lllrer 4ualily herbal eXlraCls for practi ti oners. 
Poisonous Plant Database -

Illl P :// WWW.phYlolherap ies.org/ 

Illt p:/Iv m.c fsan. fda .gov/-dj wlreadme. hl III I 
Ce nler for Food SafelY and Appl icd NUlrition , Uniled SLalCS for Food 
and Drug Admini slral ion. 
USDA/A RS - PhylOc hemi ca l and El hnobola ni ca l Databases 

USDA/NRCS - Planl s Nalional Dalabase - PI '.I1ll 'S slandardi zed 
in formal ion 
MOl/ographs 
American Herba l Pharmacopoeia 
Brilish Herbal Pharmacopoe ia 

European Scienlifi e Coopcrati ve on Ph ylomed ic ines (ESCO P) : 
publicai ions 
German Commission E Monographs 
United Slalcs Ph armacopoe ia (US P) - Developing bOlani cal 
Illonographs 
World Hea llh Orga ni za li on - WHO Monographs on Sdec ted 
Medicinal Pl anl s 

Worl d Hea lt h Organi zali on's Regulalory SilUal ion of Hcrbal 
Medic ines 

Forthcoming events, sympos iums and globa l 
conferences can be obtained from the websites of 
different soc ieti es and organi zati ons given in Table 2. 
Phytopharm<lcolog ical research often requires 
f inancial assistance and sophisticated instruments 
faciliti es like UV, Fr- IR, C 13 and H t NMR and Mass 
spectroscopy to elucidate the active compound 
responsible for pharmacological act ions. A li st o f 
different organizations (Indian Govt) providing funds, 
projects and instrument faci li ties are given in Table 3. 
An online downloadable article of individual j ournal s 
in the form of PDF are availab le on internet makes 
readers more efficient and also allows viewing 
arch ives of journal. Li st of some URL address of 

hll p://www.ars-grin .gov/dukcl 
Chemical s and lheir bi olog ica l aClivil ies in a panicular pLint 
h II p:/ Iwww.a rs-gri n. gov Id u kelp I a nlS. h Lilli 
Chemica ls/concen lrali on in a pani cul ar planl. 
htl p://www.ars-grin .gov/duke/sd.hlml 
Chemi ca ls wilh a spec ifi c aCl ivilY in a panicular planl. 
htl p:/ /www.ars-grin .gov/duke/planl_ 1 acl. hl1nl 
El hnobotan ical use. for one or more planls. 
htlp ://www.ars-grin .gov/dukc/clhnobol.hl1111 
Planl s containing a parti cular chemi cal. 
htl p://www.ars-grin .gov/d ukc/hi ghchem.hlllli 
hll p:/ Iplant s.usda.gov/pl alll sl 

htlpJ/herbal-ahp.orgl 
h It p:/ /www.exeler.ac. u k/c h sl rcsq u a I. h lml 

h tl p:/ Ii n I' o.ex. ac.u k/ph y l onelipu bs. h lllli 

h tl p:1 /www. herba lgra lll .org/browse.php/coill ission_c 
hllp://www. usp.org/ 
hll p://www.usp.org/d ietary/ava il abi lily. hlm 
hllp ://www.who.orgl 
hltp ://www. who. i Ill/medici nes/ l i bra ryll rm/mcd ic i 11 <.1 1 pi allts/Ill 
edplalllsdoes. hlmi 
htl p:/ /www. who. i Ill/med ic i Iles/l i braryllrm/who-l rm-98-
I/w ho-lrm -98- I.doc 

journals related to phytopharmaco logy is gi ven In 
Table 4. Li st of industries invo lved in formulati on of 
herba l products is li sted in Table 5. Botanica l images 
and its taxonomical. detail s of medicinal plants can be 
obtained from the websites gi ven in Table 6. 

Il1Iern el phylOphanllacog llosy course - The World's 
first Internet course (only available) on ph ytopharma­
cognosy over the Internet was started by Dr John 
Wilkinson. The course top ics include botany, plant 
identi fication, microscopy, basic chemistry, phyto­
chemistry, introduction to the pharmaco logy of herbal 
constituents (whole extrac ts as well as iso late 
chemica ls), introduction to analys is and quality 
control of herbal products, research into herbal 
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Table 2 - Li st of organi zati ons and soc ieti cs related to phytopharmaco logy 1 ~. 1 5 

Phytochcmical Society of Europe 
The American Soe icty of Pharmacognosy 
Internati onal Soc iety for Ethnopharmaco logy 
European Weed Research Soc iety 
Internati onal Organi zation for Plan t In formation 
The Ph ytochemical Soc iety of Europe 
Phytochemica l Soc iety of North America 
Polish Phytochemica l Soc iety 
Euror e:ln Soc iety of Ethnopharmaco logy 
Soc iety for Ethnomcd icinc 

European Sc ient ific Co-opcrat i vc on Phytothcrapy 
Gese ll schaft fUr Arzncipl"lanzenforsehung 
(Society for Medicinal Plant Research) 
Ilitern ati onal Soc iety of Ethnobiology 
Internat ional Soc iety for Elhnology and Folklore (S IEF) 
Centre for Economic Botany (CE B) 
Soc iete Fran <;: ai se d'Ethnopharmaco log ic (Soc iCly of Ethnophannacology. France) 
Society of Elhnob iology 
The Society fOl' Economic Botan y 
Ameri can Soc iety of Plant Biologists 
Boyce Thomrson Inst itute for Pl ant Rcsearch 
International Council for M edicinal and Aromatic Plants 
Medici nal and Aromatic Plant and Drug Rescarch Ccntre (TB A M ) of A nadolu. 
Uni versity in Eski sehi r. Turkey 
Pharmazeuli schc Biolog ic in Dt:utschl and (Pharmac\.!uti cal Biology in Germany) 

Ilerb Research Foundation 

http://www.DM U.AC.U K/ ln/p.e/ 
http://www.pheog.org/ 
http://www.dfh.dk/s tafT/pri vate/ul ny/l S EI 
hltp:1 I www.rcs .bbsrc.ac . u k/ew r,1 
http://iopi .csu .edu .au/ iopi/ 
hi tp ://www.dmu.ac.uk/l n/pscl 
http://www . fi u.edu/orgs/psnai 
http://www. iung. pulawy.pl/pt f cl 
hi tp ://el h nopharma.mul ti mani a.comi 
http://www.med.uni­
mucnchen.de/mcdpsy/ct hnol 
http://www.exetcr.ac .uk/ph ytoncl/escop. him I 
hltp://www. uni-ducsscldorLde/WWW/GA/ 

http://guallart.dac.uga.edu/l SE/ 
http://www2.hu-berlin .de/s ie 11 
h t I p:/ Iwww. rbgkcw.org.uk/scillort/eblinks/ 
htlp:llperso. wanadoo. frlsfc-scel 
htt p:/ le t h nob iology .orgl 
hltp://www.cconbot.org/ 
ht I p:/ Iwww.aspb.org/ 
http://bti .comcll .edu/ 
htl p://www. icmap.orgl 
http: //www. tbam.anadolu.edu.lr/index. html 

htlp://www. rz. uni -duesse ldorLde/WWW 
IMath at/PhannB lo/lirhabio.h lm 
hi I p://www.h\.! rbs.orgl 

Tablc 3 - Govcrnmcnl org:1Ili /.alions in vo lvcd in mcdicinal plant research ( I ndi a)l~ 

CS IR - Council fo r Scicnl ific and Induslri al Research (Funding Agcncy) 
Indian Coullcil of Med ica l Rescarch ( ICMR ) (Funding Agcncy) 
CCMH - Centre for Cell ular & M olccular Bio logy. Hydera bad 
Central COllncil of Rc,carch and Ayurvedie System 
CDRI - Ccnl ra l Drug Rc,earch Insl ilute. Lucknow 
CF'rRI - Central Food Technolog ical Rcscarch Institute, M ysorc 
Cl lvl AP - Central Insli tu te of Medicinal & A romati c Plants, Lucknow 
II CB - Indian Instit ulc of Chcmical Biology. Ca lcut ta 
II CT - Indi an Inslilulc ofChcmical Technology. Hydcrabad 
II Sc - Ind ian In, lilutc of Scienc\.! 
Indira Gandhi Inslitule of Developmcnl Research 
l awaharla l Nchru Centre for Advanc\.!cI Sc ienl ific Research 

alion:.11 Acadcmy of Agri cultural Sciencc 
alional Botani ca l Research Instilulc 
al ional Inslil ul \.! of Ayurvcda Research 
IPER - National Institule of Pharmaceutical Educati on and Rcsearch 

Tal :1 In. tit ut\.! of runclamcnta l Rescarch 

Libraries alld Ducl/m ellt retrieval cellters: 

IISCAIR 
Union Catal oguc of Bio l11edica l Seri als 
M EDLA RS CENTR E 

Sophisticated Ill strum ellts facilities ill Illdia 

Regional Sophisli ca ted inslrumcnls fac iliti cs in India 
RSIC. liT, Powa i, M umbai 
RSIC, lIT, Chennai 

h tlp :/ Iww IV. C I11macs.crne I. i n/n a II i cst/cs i rh . h 1m I 
hltp://www.icl11r.n ic. inl 
hi tp://www.ccmbindia.orgl 
hi I p:/ Iccras.org/bi hi iograph y/k I i Sl . htm 
hltp://www.cdriindia.orgl 
hltp://www.c ftri .com 
hi tr://www.cimap.rcs.i nl 
http://wwlV. ii cb.r\.!s. in/ 
ht I p:/ Iwww.cmmacs.ernet.i n/ i iell 
hlt p://i isc.crncl. i n 
hlt p:/ ligidr.ac. i n 
hi t p:/ Ij neasr.ae. i n 
hi tp://www. naas.edu 
http://www.nbri - lko.org/R& D.lm 
htt p://niam.coJll/corp-wcb/i ndex. h t m 
hlt p:/ IIVww. Jl i per.n ie. i nl 
http://ti fr.res. i n 

hltp://www.ni scair.res. inl 
hltp://uncal.n ic. i nl 
hltp://i ndmccl. ni c. i nl 

hltp://dst .gov. i n/scprogli n fra/rs i..:. h till 
hltp://www.rsic. iitb.erncl. in 
http://www. rsic.iitm.ernet.in 

(- COil/d) 
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Table 3 - Government organizations involved in medicinal pl ant research (Indi a) 14 - (Conld) 

RSIC, CDRI , Lucknow 

SICART, Gujarat 

Spic Science Foundation 

SIF, IISc., Bangalore 

http://www.cdriindia.org/ 

http://www.sicart. ac. in/ 

http://www.spicscie nce.org/ 

http://sif.iisc.ernet.in 

Current science 
Chemistry of Natural Compo unds 
Fitoterapia 

Table 4 - Journals related to phylopharmacology'4.15 

http://www.ias.ac. in/currscilindex .html 
http://www.wkap.nl/journalhome.html0009-3 l 30 

European Journal of Herbal Medic ine (NIMH ) 
History of Tradit ional Indian Medicine 
Indian Drugs 
Indian Journal of Ex perimental Bio logy 
Indian Journal o f Pharmacology 
Journal of Agricu ltural and Food Chemistry 
Journal of Asian Natural Products Research 
Journal of Ethnopharmacology 
Journal of Herbal Pharmacotherapy 
Journal of Natural Products 
Journal of Natura l Remedies 
Journal of Pharmacy and Pharmacology 
Medicinal and Plant Abstracts 
Natural Products Report 
Natural Product Letters 
Planta Medica 
Pl ant Science (Elsevier) 
Pharmaceut ical Biology 
Phytochemistry 
Phytochemi cal Ana lysis (Wiley) 
Phytomedicinc 
Phytotherapy Research 
Review of Aromatic and Medical Plants 

Toxicon 
Xenobiotica' 

List of DisCllssioll Grollps 

PhytoNET mail -base 
Phytopharmacognosy 
Phytopharmacognosy Internet Di scussio n Group 
T he GardenWeb Forums 

http://www. indena. itlfi totrp.htm 
http://guest. btinternet.coml- nimh/frameacc. html 
http://www. mic.k i.se/lndia. html 
http://www.idma.org 
http://www. ni scair.res. in 
http://www .ijp-online.com 
http://www . pubs. acs.org/journals/j afcau/ 
http://www.gbhap.comljournals/4 l 9/4 l 9-top.htm 
http://www.elsevier.comllocate/jethpharm 
http://www.haworthpressinc .comlstorelDefault .asp 
http://pubs.acs.org/ journals/jnprdf/index.html 
http://www.jnronli ne.com 
http://jpp.pharmpress.comlcontentlhtml/ 
http://www.ni scom. res. in/ 
http://www.rsc.orgli s/journals/currentlnpr/nprpub. htm 
http://www.gbhap-us.com/journalsI7241724- top.htm 
http://www.thieme.com/chemi stry/aec. htm 
http://www.elsev ier.comli nca/pu bl icat i ons/store/5/0/6/0/3/0/ 
http://www.swets. nl/sps/journals/pb. html 
http://www.e lsev ier.nlli nca/publ icat ions/store/217 /3 Ii ndex. htt 
http://www.i nterscience.w iley.comljpages/0958-0344li nfo.html 
http://www.urbanfischer.c1e/journals/phytomed/phytmed.htm 
http://www.i nlersc ience.wiley.com/jpages/095 1-4 18X1 
http://www.cabi.org/publi shing/Products/JOU RNA LS/Abstractl 
RAMPllndex .asp 
http://www.elsev ier.comli nca/publ i cations/store/2/5/9/ 
http: //www. tandf.co. uk/journalsltf/00498254. html 

http://www.exeter.ac. uk/phytonetl 
http: //www.mail base.ac. uk/li sts/phytopharmacognosy/join. htm l 
http://www.phytochemi stry .freeserve.co.u k/ 
http:// forums.gardenweb.com/forums/ 

Table 5 - Indian indust ries involved in manu fac turing herbal formul ations 

Atra Pharmaceutica ls 

C ipex 

Dabur Ind ia Ltd 

Gufic Hea lthcare 

Fem Care Pharma 

Kerala Ayurveda Pharmacy 

Hamdard (WAKF) 

Sami Labs 

Himalaya Drug Co 

Ranbaxy Ltd 

Sears Phytochem 

Shree Baidyanath Ayurved Bhawan 

http: //www.atrapharma.com 

http://www.cipex.coml 

http://www.dabur.com/ 

http://www.gufic.com/ 

http://www.indiafcmcare.coml 

http://www. kapl -ayur.com/htmllkOOOOhom.htm 

http ://www.hamdard.com/ 

http://www.samil abs.coml 

http://www.himalayahealthcare.comlindex. htm 

http://www. ranbaxy.com 

http://www.searsphytochem.com/ 

http://www.baidyanath.coml 
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Tabl c 6 - L ist of wcbsitcs for botan ica l imagcs l4
. 1.1 

Australian Nat iona l Botanical Garden 
BOL:lni ca l Imagc Database 
Cal Photos: Ca lifornia Plams & Habitats 
Color IIlustr,ltions of plants 
Color Illustration s from the ational Geographic Socicty 
Europcan wi ld plant photos 
Flora of Europe 
Index of plant picturcs by genus and spcc ics 
Kohler's Mcdicinal Plants 
Mcdicinal Hcrbs by Common Name (U W) 
Medici nal Plant Photographs by genus 
Ph armaCD - Fam il y Index 
Poisonous plants 
Swin's V irtual Hcrbarium 
Vascular Plant Imagc Gallery 

phytochemistry including literature search, and the 
theory behind lab techniques (HPLC, TLC, ex traction, 
etc.). For more details contact Dr John Wilkinson, 
Senior Lecturer in Pharmacognosy and Phytochemistry, 
School or Health. Environmental and Biological 
Sciences, Middlesex Uni versity Enfield, Middlesex EN3 
4SF United Kingdom. Email : JW I @rsmail.nct. 

Conclusion 
Internet is a ri ch source of informati on that can be 

used for advancement in medicinal plant research. 
Identifying new class of drugs rrom natural sources 
has chal lenged the pharmaceuti ca l industry, the 
promtse of phytopharmacological research to 
accelerate to the pace or discovering newer 
therapeutics has not been rea l ized. The widespread 
avai lab il ity of informati on wi II enab le researchers to 
break barri ers thai currently limits drug discovery . 
I mmediate access to all sc ienti fic I iteratures has long 
been a dream of the researcher; the web search 
engine-; have made the large and growi ng body or 
sc ienti f ic I iterature and other information resources 
access ible within seconds. Today the Internet has 
presented the researcher w ith more effecti ve too ls fo r 
systematic literature search, thi s arti cle \Vi ii ease in 
hand ling or exist ing inrormati on. In deve loping 
countri es like Indi a, much or the access to future 
online environments will be cheaper and broad 
bandwidth through optic fibre cable networks. 
Compu ter literacy and Internet usage should become 
an integral component of phytopharmacological 
education, as it plays an importan t rol e in drug 
ui scovery process. 
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