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Complexes of the general formulae [M(DHAGL Y).2H20]n and
[M(DHAGL Y).3H20] where M = Mn(II), Fe(II), CoUI), Ni(II),
Cu(II) and Zn(II); DHAGLY=schiff base derived from
dehydroacetic acid and glycine and n = 2,3... (polymer) have been
prepared and characterised. The molar conductance values of the
complexes in DMF indicate their non-ionic nature. The IR studies
indicate dibasic tridentate chelating nature of the schiffbase and also
the participation of the lactone carbonyl in coordination except in
the case of Fe(II) and Zn(II) complexes. The presence of coordinated
water in these complexes is established by TG and DT analyses. ESR
spectrum of Cu(II) complex shows that the unpaired electron is in
dX'_y,orbital. Magnetic moment and electronic spectral data show
that all the complexes possess octahedral stereochemistry.

3-Acetyl-6-methyl-2H -pyran-2,4(3H)-dione (dehydro­
acetic acid, DHA), a potential chelating agentt•2, has
been observed to possess several biological properties.
The acetyl carbonyl of DHA reacts with different
amines to give the corresponding schiffbases3•4• Iguchi
et al.5 have studied the condensation products of DHA
with different aminoacids and have noticed that
carbonyl of C3-acyl participates in the reaction.
Literature survey reveals that the complexing
behaviour of schiff base derived from dehydroacetic
acid and amino acids has not been investigated. In view
of this the work on the title complexes was undertaken
and the results are reported here.

Dehydroacetic acid was a Fluka reagent;/ all the
other chemicals used were of AR grade.
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tPresented at the 21st Annual Convention of Chemists, held at
Calcutta, 1984.

The ligand (structure I) was prepared by the reported
procedure5.

Preparation of metal complexes

The metal chelates were prepared by refluxing the
ethanolic solutions of the respective metal(II) chlorides
(0.01mol) [except for Fe(II) complex where aqueous
ethanolic ferrous ammonium sulphate solution was
used] and the ligand (0.01mol) for 2-3 hr on a water­
bath. The pH of the solution was adjusted to -7 by
dropwise addition of 10 /'~ sodium acetate solution.
The precipitated metal chelates were filtered, washed
repeatedly with ethanol followed by pet. ether (60-80°)
and dried in vacuo.

The IR spectra of the ligand and metal chelates were
recorded in KBr in the range 4000-4oocm -1 on a
Perkin-Elmer IR spectrophotometer model No. 377.
Conductivity measurements were carried out using a
digital direct reading conductivity meter 304
(Systronics). The electronic spectra of metal chelates
were recorded on a DMR-21 UV-visible spectrophoto­
meter in the range 13oo-300nm in nujol at room
temperature. The ESR spectrum of Cu(II) complex was
recorded on a Varian EPR-E4 spectrometer as powder
at room temperature (frequency: 9.497 GHz; field:
3370G). DPPH (diphenyl picryl hydrazide) was used
as the g maker. Thermogravimetric analysis was
carried out on a manually operated thermobalance
with a heating rate of 5°Imin. Differential thermal
analysis was carried out by using Leed and Northrup
DT A unit (USA) with a heating rate of 10°Imin; the
instrument had a sensitivity of 100p.Vlinch. Magnetic
susceptibilities of the complexeses were measured at
room temperature on a Faraday balance using
Hg[Co(SCN)4] as the calibrant.

All the complexes are coloured, stable towards air
and moisture, decompose at high temperatures and
insoluble in common organic solvents.

The analytical data (Table 1) of the complexes
indicate 1: 1 stoichiometry (metal: ligand). Con­
ductivities of their 1 x 10- 3M solutions in DMF (8.2­
22.0 mhos cm2 mol-1) indicate their non-electrolytic
nature.

The infrared spectrum of the ligan!! shows a broad
band centered at 3400cm -1, which is attributed to
intramolecularly hydrogen-bonded vOH6• The bands
observed at 1725, 1710 and 1665cm -1 are ascribed to
vC = 0 of carboxylic acid, vC = 0 of lactone carbonyl
and vC =N of azomethine group respectively 7• The vC
--0 phenolic and vC - 0 - C vibrations are displayed
at 1245 and 1025cm - 1 respectively.
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Tablt I-Analytical Data of the Complexesof DHAGLY

:Complexes Found (Calc.) ~~

(*01. formulae)

Mn(II), Co(II), Ni(II) and Cu(II) and three mol of water
in Fe(II) and Zn(II) complexes. The loss of water in all
the complexes except the MnUI) complex is a one step
process. Only one endothermic peak is observed in DT
analysis which occurs at 187,202,240, 190 and 210°C
for Co(II), Ni(II), Cu(II), Fe(II) and Zn(II) complexes
respectively. In the case of Mn(II) complex, it is a two
step process; the two endothermic peaks in DT analysis
occur at 195 and 220°C.

The Mn(II) complex possesses room temperature
magnetic moment value of 5.65 B.M. which is low
compared to spin-only value for high spin Mn(II)
complexes. This can be attributed to the presence of
Mn(III) species or spin-exchange in solid state16. The
Fe(II) complex exhibits a value of 5.34 B.M. which is
consistent with a high-spin octahedral geometry17.
The magnetic moment of Co(II) complex is 4.24 B.M.
suggesting a high-spin octahedral configuration16. The
Ni(II) complex shows a !Leff. value of 3.09 B.M. which is
expected for six coordinated Ni(II) complexes. The
higher value compared to spin-only moment of 2.83
B.M. may be attributed to the slight mixi~g of a
multiplet excited state in which spin-orbit coupling is
appreciable18. The Cu(II) complex possesses a
magnetic moment value of 1.95 B.M. which is well
within the expected range of octahedral Cu(II)
complexes16.

The electronic spectrum of Mn(II) complex shows
weak bands at 8333, 15625, 25000 and 29500cm-1
which are of not much help in deciding the
transitions17. The electronic spectrum of Fe(II)
complex displays two absorption bands at 10101 and
20,OOOcm-1 which are assigned to 5TZg-+5Eg

transition and charge-transfer respectively17. The
CoUI) complex exhibits three main bands at 8771,
23809 and 26666 cm - 1.These bands can be assigned to
the transitions 4T19-+4Tzg, 4T19-+4T19(P) (ref. 19) and
charge transfer respectively. Ni(II) complex shows
three bands at 9523, 17094 and 26315 cm - 1 which are
attributed to the transitions 3Azg-+3Tzg; 3Azg

-+3T19(F) and 3AZg-+3T19(P) respectively19. The
Cu(II) complex exhibits an intense broad band at
16260 cm -1 which. is assigned to transition19 ZEg

-+ z Tzg. Another band occurring at 25000 cm - 1 is
attributed to charge transfer.

The ESR spectrum of Cu(II) complex shows the gll
and gl values 2.224 and 2.068 G respectively. These
values indicate the trend gll> gJ? free electron-spin
(2.0023) showing that the unpaired electron is in dX2_y2

orbital of the Cu(II) ion. The gll and gl values depart
considerably from the free-spin value indicating a
strong axial distortion of the moleculezo. These values
suggest a tetragonally distorted octahedral structure
with D4Irsymmetry.

N
4.63

(4.45)
4.25

(4.16)
4.62

(4.40)
4.19

(4.40)
4.52

(4.34)
4.23

(4.08)

H

4.05

(4.14)
4.51

(4.46)
3.95

(4.08)

3.97

(4.09)
4.16

(4.03)
4.25

(4.38)

C

38.14

(38.22)
35.48

(35.73)
37.53

(37.74)
37.52

(37.77)
37.09

(37.20)
35.22

(35.05)

Metal

17.15

(17.50)
17.36

(17.52)
18.29

(18.53)
18.19

(18.47)
19.45

(19.69)
18.95

(19.09)

M.OI)-DHAGL Y

(~nC10HI307N)

F II)-DHAGLY

( eCloHlSOsN)
C II)-DHAGL Y

(cjOCIOH1307N)NIOI)-DHAGL Y

(r1liC10HI307N)

C*OI)-DHAGL Y(cjuCloH1307N)

Z?OI)-DHAGLY
(~nCloHlSOsN)

!
Inlall the complexes the 3400cm -1 band disappears.

Inst~ad, a broad band characteristic of vOH ofcoor~inated water is observed in the region 3500­
320qcm-1 in the spectra of all the complexes8. The
pres~nce of coordinated water is further confirmed by
the ~ppearance of a non-ligand band in the region 830­
840 ~m- 1 (ref. 9) assignable to rocking mode of water
and ~lso by TG and DT analyses. The absence ofvOH

(phepolic) (occurring. at 3400cm -1 in the ligand) in thespe4ra of all the complexes suggests the cleavage of

intrJmOleCUlarlY hydrogen bonded6 OH and sub­

seq ent deprotonation of the phenolic group and

coo dination of phenolic oxygen to the metal ion. This
is f rther confirmed by an upward shift in vC - 0
(ph~olic) to the extent of 20-30cm -1 (ref. 10). The
abs~nce of a band at 1725cm -1, which is present in the
free ~igand, and the appearance of strong new peaks in
the range 1600-1620cm -1 (due to vaSOO -) suggest
the I participation of - COOH group11.1Z in

cOnlplexation, after deprotonation. A downward shiftof v~ = N in all the complexes by 15-20cm - 1 shows

the linvolvement of azomethine nitrogen in coordi­
natipn13. An interesting phenomenon that has been
obs~rved is the lowering of vC = 0 (lactone carbonyl)
in the case of Cu(II), Ni(II), Co(II) and Mn(II)
cOn1plexes by 20-35 cm - 1 which suggests the
participation of lactone carbonyl oxygen in

COOl',dination14. New peaks of medium intensities are
obs rved in the range 600-400 cm - 1, whk:h are
asc ibed to vM - 0 and vM - N vibrations9,15.

~rom the IR data it has been concluded that
DHIAGLY behaves as a dibasic tridentate ligand
coordinating to the metal ions through the

depfotonated phenolic oxygen, the carboxylate oxygen
andl the azomethine nitrogen. In the case of Cu(II),

Ni(lI), Co(Il) and Mn(II) complexes, the oxygen ofthe lactone carbonyl is also involved in coordination.
llG and DT analyses of the complexes show the

pre~ence of two mol of coordinated water in the case of

l·j,1 tl· I



NOTES

On the basis of analytical, conductivity, magnetic
susceptibility, TG, DT, infrared, electronic and ESR
spectral data, octahedral stereochemistry may be
proposed for all the complexes. In the case of Mn(II),
Co(II), Ni(II) and Cu(lI) complexes, polymeric
structures have been proposed in view of higher
insolubility and participation of lactone carbonyl in
coordination. Structures II and III are proposed for the
complexes.

II M=CU(II), Ni(II), Co(II) a Mn(lI)

III M=F. (II) a Zn(lI)

Two of the authors (N R Rand P V R) are highly
grateful to the CSIR, New Delhi for financial

assistance. Thanks are also due to the Principal, Nizam
College, Hyderabad, for providing necessary facilities.
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