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C R O S S W O R D
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Across:
1. 	 Sedimentary deposits of 

exceptionally preserved 
fossils of soft tissue 
fo rmed due  to  the 
burial of the carcass in 
an anoxic environment 
with minimal bacterial 
activity thus delaying its 
adecomposition process 
(12)

3. 	 Branch of science dealing 
with fossils (12)

7. 	 The  te rm used for 
ammonoid (group of 
extinct marine mollusc 
animals) fossils, found 
chiefly in Jurassic and 
Crustaceous periods (8)

8. 	 Members of graptolithina sub-class, these are planktonic 
colonial animals chiefly known as fossils from the 
Middle Cambrian (10)

9. 	 An _________ is the internal cast of a hollow object, 
often referring to the cranial vault (8)	

10. 	A very common example of fossil fuel derived from 
fossilized organic materials mostly zooplankton and 
algae (9)

12. 	The term used to denote fossilized faeces (9)

13. 	This is the branch of geology concerned with the order 
and relative position of strata and their geological 
timescale; this is an important parameter studied by 
the palaeontologists to date fossils (12)

14. 	The term denoting the imprint of one organism in the 
fossilized skeleton of another organism (13)

15. 	The process that preserves the fossils of soft-bodied 
animals or plant parts where only a thin film of carbon 
residue is left after the proteins and cellulose tissues 
are degraded by bacterial activity, chemical action, heat 
and pressure (13)

The Fossil Hunt

Down:
2. 	 _____ fossil also known as guide fossil, very useful 

in fossil dating to identify geographical periods and 
correlating the strata in which it is found (5)

4. 	 The term for fossilized tree resin (5)

5. 	 Refers to the fossilization process in which the organic 
matter is exposed to minerals over a long period is 
turned into a stony substance (12)

6. 	 The physical and chemical changes during the 
conversion of sediment to a sedimentary rock which 
contributed to the formation of fossil (10)

11. 	The term for the hole/mark in the rock formed during 
fossilization, when the original remains of the organism 
are completely destroyed or dissolved; the same when 
infilled with other minerals forms a cast (4)

16. 	The term encompassing both the modes of preservation 
viz. compression and impression in the formation of a 
fossil (10)


