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Seven Decades of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research

A galaxy of visionaries and planners and some of the most eminent Indian scientists of the day
played an important role in the establishment of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR), much before the country gained independence.

The driving force behind the setting up in April 1940 of the Board of Scientific and
Industrial Research (BSIR), which preceded the CSIR, seems to have been Sir Arcot Ramaswami
Mudaliar, a Member of the Governor General’s Executive Council. The BSIR was set up to
oversee research possibilities and to solve problems related to World War II, which was raging
during those times. However, there were many research results that were beyond utilisation
during the War but could be utilised by Indian industries. And thus, in early 1941 was set up the
Industrial Research Utilisation Committee whose main function was to advise the government
on the selection of industries that could utilise the research results. Successive developments
would eventually lead to the establishment of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) on 26 September 1942.

Apart from eminent scientists like Dr Jagadis Chandra Bose and Dr Meghnad Saha who
guided the working of the BSIR there were other eminent scientists like Dr C.V. Raman, Dr
S.K. Mitra, Dr J.C. Ghosh among many others who were members of the research committees.
Sir Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar, the first chief of CSIR, enjoyed the complete support of India’s
first Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. It was their association, often dubbed as the
“Nehru-Bhatnagar Effect”, which helped facilitate the roll-out of a chain of scientific laboratories
immediately after independence.

The first Indian Governor-General, Shri C. Rajagopalachari, once said: “The Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research is a national institution in the building of which every section
of the Indian community has contributed.” Today, 79 years down the line, we can confidently
say that CSIR has also benefited every section of the Indian community.

Ever since it was established 79 years ago, CSIR has always taken up challenges arising due
to technology denials, it has developed technologies to fulfil and suit the country’s requirements
during different periods of its independent journey, notching up several firsts to its credit. CSIR
scientists have come up with practical solutions for the industry as well as the country’s rural
and remote areas. From genomics, drugs & pharmaceuticals to agricultural machinery and high
oil-yielding varieties of crops such as Mint that have significantly boosted farmers’ incomes,
and from low-cost water filters & efficient stoves to harvesting wealth from the oceans CSIR’s
canvas of achievements spreads far and wide.

With its ensemble of 38 laboratories, CSIR is among the largest networks of scientific
laboratories anywhere in the world. And with a legacy of scientific achievements of 79 years
behind it, the organization strives to power ahead in the years to come with more scientific
breakthroughs, innovations and technological solutions for the country.

Hasan Jawaid Khan
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