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INDIA has had an ancient scientific legacy spanning fields such as astronomy, medicine, surgery,
mathematics, metallurgy — some of it documented, much of it undocumented. After years of being
under foreign rule, it was this embedded scientific spirit and technological acumen of India’s scientists,
technologists, science administrators and policymakers that helped the country catapult itself to
becoming a world scientific power to reckon with so soon after it gained independence in 1947.

Today, as we enter into the 75" year of India’s Independence, it is appropriate that we appreciate,
assess and evaluate our scientific prowess and achievements. Some recent global indicators are
especially noteworthy. India today has attained the 3™ global ranking in terms of research publications
and is globally at number 9 in the quality of research publications in the world’s reputed and
recognised SCI Journals. The country has featured within the top 50 innovative economies globally
(at 48™ rank) as per Global Innovation Index (GII). India has also been consistently making its
presence felt as a member of leading international scientific coalitions — in fields such as Artificial
Intelligence, Astronomy, Solar Energy, Climate Research, and as amply demonstrated recently,
in global vaccine research, development and supply. India was even elected as Chair of the World
Health Organization’s (WHO) Executive Board recently.

While these developments are indeed praiseworthy and make us feel proud, there is still much
that awaits for the country to be achieved. The role of the Indian scientific community and its
scientific institutions is precisely cut out — to make the country truly “AatmaNirbhar” and come
up with scientific and technological solutions to problems that not only Indians face but also ones
that plague the global citizens. The time is opportune for this to happen — the present government
has given a special filip to S&T in keeping with Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s special focus
on Science and Technology.

However, for this to happen, the Indian scientific establishment will have to reorient its
functioning. I have said this at many fora and would like to reiterate once again that the scientists of
different Ministries and Departments should further enhance collaboration in the field of Research
& Development so that our dependence on imports can be reduced considerably. Science Ministries
and Departments should stop working in isolation and enter into active collaborations to make the
scientific endeavour more citizen-centric. And today, with several industries and corporate houses
engaging in excellent R&D, the scientific institutions should actively look for and further streamline
and strengthen collaborations and networking with them.

The celebration of the 75th year of India’s Independence should be an occasion for the scientific
enterprise in the country to resolve to come together to work for the country’s progress. It is, however,
also an occasion to celebrate what science and scientists have contributed to India all these years.
And so, I congratulate Science Reporter and the CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication
and Policy Research (CSIR-NIScPR) for putting together this special issue that seeks to showcase
the growth of India’s scientific institutions during the past 75 years and the excellent contribution
of the Indian scientific community to the country’s progress.

I take this opportunity to wish India’s scientists and scientific establishments more strength in
the days and years to come.
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