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Ensuring a National
Research Thrust

INDIA’S aspirations to become an innovation and research hub received a major boost
recently as the Budget 2021 earmarked 350,000 crore over five years for the creation of a
National Research Foundation (NRF). Among the key recommendations of the Draft National
Education Policy 2019, commissioned by the Ministry of Human Resource Development in
2017, the National Research Foundation is expected to be an umbrella body to fund research
across a range of disciplines, from science and technology to humanities.

The National Research Foundation (NRF) has been envisaged as a mechanism to
ensure that the research ecosystem in the country is viewed in a holistic manner with
focus on national priority thrust areas. India needs to address critical societal challenges
such as elimination of poverty, access to clean drinking water and sanitation, apart from
quality education and healthcare. There are other challenges too like ensuring social equity,
improving transportation and air quality, creating sustainable infrastructure, developing
clean energy, and reversing climate change and its negative impact. These challenges may
not be unique to India but may require India-centric solutions.

As outlined in the official document, the primary objectives of the National Research
Foundation are to fund competitive peer-reviewed grant proposals; seed, grow, and facilitate
research in universities and colleges; fund research infrastructure (e.g., computing facilities);
increase India’s role and participation in key areas of national and global importance, and in
major national and international collaborations; support innovative initiatives in education,
including enhancing the cognitive and R&I skills of students and new researchers through
courses, workshops, conferences, and summer programmes; recommend and support
initiatives for increasing the participation of women and other underrepresented groups in
research; create a central clearinghouse for the collection, interpretation, and analysis of
information and data surrounding all research being conducted in the country; recognise
outstanding research and progress through prizes, and serve as a high-level think tank for
the coordination and short- and long-term planning of research in the country and for the
recommendation of key policy initiatives to the Prime Minister and to Parliament regarding
research, innovation, and education.

Knowledge creation through research and innovation are paramount requisites
for a country on the path to emerging as a global leader. The indigenous research and
manufacturing capability therefore needs to evolve into a self-reliant mechanism rather than
being overly dependent on imports.

The new National Research Foundation is expected to integrate and coordinate the
conceptualisation and funding of research efforts in the country, which until now is being
handled by multiple agencies and organisations. This would facilitate cross-disciplinary
and multidisciplinary research across multiple domains, avoiding duplicated efforts in the
bargain too.

Hasan Jawaid Khan

Science Reporter is published monthly by the National Institute of Science Communication And Information Resources (NISCAIR), CSIR,
Dr K S Krishnan Marg, New Delhi-110 012. NISCAIR assumes no responsibility for statements and opinions advanced by the authors or for any claims made in the
advertisements published in Science Reporter.

For Editorial Queries: Ph.: 91-011-25848702; Email: sr@niscair.res.in; Fax: 91-011-25847062

For Sales & Subscription Related Queries: Ph.: 91-011-25841647, 25846301 Extn. 289; Email: rs@niscair.res.in

For Advertisement Related Queries: Ph.: 91-011-25843359,291; Email: sales@niscair.res.in; Website: http:/www.niscair.res.in

Subscription: Inland: 1 yr: Rs 300/-; 2 yrs: Rs 570/-; 3 yrs: Rs 810/-
© National Institute of Science Communication And Information Resources (NISCAIR)

Foreign: 1 yr (Air Mail): US $ 90 (Annual)

March 2021 ’ Science Reporter ‘ 9





