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OF A DEADLY VIRUS,
VARIANTS AND DEATHS

THE second wave of the dreaded SARS-CoV-2 has truly descended on India spreading
widespread misery, helplessness, struggle to save lives and mournings. While during the first
wave in 2020, the country managed to keep under restraint the rampaging virus that caused
chaos throughout the world, the second wave in 2021 has shown up gloomy and deathly
scenarios all around.

The new variants of the SARS-CoV-2 virus have been particularly deadly and responsible
for much of the infections being seen around the country. There are debates around various
contentious issues. Whether epidemiological forecasting was undertaken, and if undertaken
how much credence was given to it, to what extent did the findings inform and guide policy
measures on the ground. There is also the major issue of anticipation of oxygen requirements
should a second wave strike. Oxygen has turned out to be a major defence in keeping down
mortalities. After the first wave, adequate and advanced planning for acquisition and delivery
of oxygen to hospitals and health centres should have been made to avoid mortalities.

There are several other issues such as complacency of the general public leading to
widespread flouting of COVID appropriate behaviour, lack of understanding and therefore
lax implementation by several authorities throughout the country, and perhaps the failure to
adequately strengthen health facilities in light of the COVID threat during the first wave.

However, the health infrastructure and the doctors, nurses and health workers need to
be supremely commended for attending to the scores of COVID patients that thronged their
healthcare institutions with all the dedication and facilities at their command. Online guidance
from doctors throughout the country prevented many patients from being hospitalised. But
there are still many lessons to be learnt and one hopes each of these learning experiences
informs policy measures at the highest levels to adequately prepare the country for such
disasters in the future.

An unfortunate part of the entire COVID episodes — both
during the first wave and the second wave as well — has been
the untimely demise of innumerable old and young patients
who succumbed to the deadly disease. Heart-wrenching stories
of infants being orphaned are being heard.

Closer home, we in CSIR-NISCAIR lost a dear colleague.
In fact, it was a severe loss to the team that brings to you
this magazine. The layout and artwork of Science Reporter
was being very ably managed by the CSIR-NISCAIR artist
Ms Sarla Dutta for the past many years. In a sudden turn
of events, our ever-smiling, enthusiastic and extremely
cooperative colleague lost her life to COVID. The entire
CSIR-NISCAIR family mourns her sad demise.

R 1 Ms Sarla Dutta

Hasan Jawaid Khan
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